














First of its kind within the Association

The first National Referees Academy was launched by the 
President of the Camogie Association Aileen Lawlor at 
Croke Park on Saturday June 15th. 

The Referees Academy is the first of its kind within the 
Association and is part of a number of initiatives introduced 
by President of the Association, Aileen Lawlor to support 
the development and progression of referees.

Twelve referees (six men and six women) have been selected 
for this year’s Academy. They will receive concentrated 
training and will be monitored and assessed on their 
refereeing performance throughout the year.

Speaking at the launch President of the Camogie Association 
Aileen Lawlor said: 

“I am delighted to launch the first ever National Referees 
Academy and I would like to pay tribute to the sterling work 
of the National Referees Committee who have undertaken 
this project on behalf of the Association. As a former referee, 
this is an area that is very close to my heart. The role of a 
referee is one that is very demanding and challenging but 
it is also one that is extremely satisfying and worthwhile. 
Referees make an enormous contribution to our games and 
it is vital that we provide training and support that enables 
referees to perform at the highest level.

The Academy is an exciting initiative and it will enable us 
to provide excellent training to referees and to monitor and 
assess the standards of each referee. I want to congratulate 
each of the members of this year’s Academy and to wish 

them well in their endeavours over the coming months.”

The members of this year’s National Referees Academy 
are: Julie O’Neill (Armagh), Naomi Feighery (Kildare), 
Grainne Coulter (Down), Fiona O’Sullivan (Dublin), Jenny 
Byrne (Dublin), Siobhan Ryan (Tipperary), Kieran Kelly 
(Carlow), Pat Kehoe (Carlow), Eamon Cassidy (Derry), John 
McDonagh (Galway), Ray Kelly (Kildare) and Peter Dowd 
(Meath).

Speaking about the new Referees Academy, Chairman of the 
National Referees Committee Peter Downey said: 

“While the Camogie Association is fortunate to be well 
served by a strong panel of Inter County Referees it is 
vital to ensure that the panel remains so into the future. 
The National Referee Academy is comprised of Referees 
who have displayed the potential to officiate at the highest 
level, and in turn provide them with the training and 
education they need to reach their maximum potential. The 
Association is fortunate to have a wealth of experience at its 
disposal and the Committee intends to use as much of that 
pool as is possible. 

During the closed season the Academy members will take 
part in two initial training modules, equipping them with 
the skills needed to make good Referees, better. During the 
course of 2014 the National Referee Pathway will be rolled 
out, with the Academy being the ultimate destination. 
Progression through the Academy will be totally performance 
based. Members of the Academy have a busy time ahead of 
them and we wish them all the best.”



Make-A-Wish® Ireland, the Camogie Association’s chosen 
charity partner, are delighted to once again be part of the 
Camogie All-Stars. Since last year’s awards, we have been 
working with clubs and players throughout Ireland to raise 
much-needed funds and look forward to building even further 
on this into 2014.

About Make-A-Wish® Ireland 
Make-A-Wish Ireland has one simple aim: to grant the wishes of 
children aged between 3 and 17 years living with life-threatening 
medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, 
strength and joy. A wish granted is true magic for the child, 
providing respite from their normal routines of hospitals, doctors 
and treatment; providing long-lasting and happy memories for 
relatives, whatever the future may hold.

Make-A-Wish receives no government funding, and relies on 
the kindness of people like you to continue with our work and 
succeed in our aims. We have seen a substantial increase in the 
number of wish applications over the last few years, including a 
big increase in the number of rush wishes (where the child’s life 
expectancy is less than 9 months). 

Because of this, we set ourselves an ambitious target to grant 
210 wishes in 2013; a 60% increase on 2012. We are delighted to 
say that we are target to achieve this, but 2014 will need a similar 
big target to keep the waiting list down.

Like so many charities, this recession is hitting Make-A-Wish 
hard, but time is a precious commodity that many wish children 
do not have. Therefore, to grant the wishes of all the wonderfully 
brave sick children on the waiting list, as well as our future wish 
children, Make-A-Wish need considerable funds.  

How to get involved…

Throughout 2014, we will be looking for clubs and individuals 
to get involved in the many different events we will be running, 
so look out for updates. In the run-up to Christmas, we have a 
number of activities that we would love to see you all involved 

with. For information on any of these events, call (01) 205-2102, 
e-mail info@makeawish.ie or go to http://www.makeawish.ie/
news-and-events/latest-news

Christmas Movie: “The Muppet Christmas Carol”
Sunday 24 November @ 11am, Sugar Club, Leeson St, Dublin

On Sunday 24 November, Make-A-Wish will be getting the 
festive season started with a special screening of this funny and 
heartwarming movie. Tickets e10 each or e35 for family ticket.

Christmas Carol Concert
6 December, Unitarian Church, St. Stephen’s Green, Dublin

A very special concert with the Dublin Gospel Choir and the 
Ballinteer Male Voice Choir, who are sure to put everyone in the 
Christmas spirit. Tickets e20.

Santa Dash
Bull Island, Dublin @ 2pm

On Sunday 8 December, for those looking for a more energetic 
start to Christmas, why not join hundreds of others and take part 
in the Santa Dash, a 5K run on Bull Island, with everyone dressed 
as Santa. Entry costs e25 (e20 for children), which includes 
your Santa Suit, and Make-A-Wish are the chosen charity www.
santadash.ie

Christmas Wishes with Irish Rail
6 – 23 December

Our big Christmas project is a three-week event in conjunction 
with Irish Rail that will see us carol singing and collecting in the 
three main Dublin stations (Pearse, Connolly and Heuston).  As 
you can imagine, we will be looking for as many people to help 
us as we can get, so we are calling on every club to sign-up for 
just a few hours on one of these days to help make the event a 
success. You can sign as part of a group or just shake a bucket 
to help collect donations from commuters. We won’t accept any 
excuse that you can’t sing – everyone can sing a Christmas song!

If you would like to get involved, or simply get more information, 
contact Mary on (01) 205-2012 or mary@makeawish.ie

Thank you for all your support so far in 2013 and we look forward 
to seeing you over the Christmas period and throughout 2014.

Kate Kelly
Wexford Player
& Make-A-Wish Ambassador

Anna Geary, Cork Player
& Make-A-Wish Ambassador
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